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" From those places where merchandise may be had,
and which are frequented by Moorish merchants, we
cannot obtain precious stones or spices by good means;
if we would take them by force and against their will,
it will be necessary to make war upon them, and in the
said place for two or three years we shall be unable to
derive any benefit; but if they see us with a large force
of men, they honour us, and it does not enter their hearts
to deceive us or cheat, but will give us of their merchandise
and take of ours without war, and they will give up the
mistaken notion that they will oust us from India ; and
does your Highness know what is the way of the Moors
here I When I arrive at their ports here with the fleet,
their principal care is to find out the number of our men,
what arms we carry, and if they find that our forces are
too great to contend with theirs, then they receive us with
a welcome and give us of their merchandise and take ours
with right goodwill; but if they perceive us to be weak
and our number small, believe me, Senhor5 that they
await the last decision and oppose themselves to all that
may occur better than any other people I have ever seen;
this has been done in Urmuz and Malacca and every other
place where I have been. . . .

cc And this, Senhor, which I here state to your High-
ness, will subsist in India so long as they clo not see in
your power the principal forces of the country, and good
strongholds, or a power of men to keep them at peace,
and by this manner will the traffic of merchandise be
effected in India without warfare and so many quarrels.
Once again I repeat, that if you wish to avoid war in
India, and be at peace with all her Kings, you must send
a power of men and good arms, or you must take the